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On March 28th, 2019, the European Parliament opened the way to the exclusion of nuclear energy from the list of
"green" investments. This list is meant to specifically guide future funding and associated measures toward
environmentally sustainable measures to combat climate change. If ratified, this decision would endanger
Europe's energy security and the European Union's already slim chances of complying with the Paris Agreement.
Nuclear energy is one of the lowest carbon emitting energy sources we have. It emits only 12 grams of CO2
equivalent per kWh, the same as wind power. Over its life cycle, this is four times less than solar energy. But above
all - and this is what makes it a necessary solution for climate change - it emits 68 times less greenhouse gases per
unit of electrical energy delivered than modern coal-fired power plants, and 40 times less than modern gas-fired
power plants.
In the summary for decision-makers of its latest report published in 2018, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) highlighted four scenarios to contain global warming below 1.5°C.
All these scenarios for the stabilization of climate change foresee an increase in the share of nuclear energy by
2050: at least by 98% and up to 501%.
Containing climate change is a literally vital issue for a large part of the world's population in the coming decades.
Success is far from certain, because fossil fuels are still the fastest growing energy source. The contribution of the
atom to climate stability can be significant in reversing this trend.
Nuclear power is the world's 2nd largest low-carbon energy source, and one of the few (along with hydro power)
that can be scaled to fit demand. Excluding it from the list of "green" investments would significantly reduce the
European Union's chances of meeting its greenhouse gas emission targets and ensuring a desirable future for its
younger generations.
Finally, nuclear energy is the guarantor of a significant part of our energy security and independence, as we face
fossil resource depletion, for the world in general and for Europe in particular. Thanks to the strategic fuel reserves
that States can build up, equivalent to many years of consumption, nuclear energy contributes to European
resilience in an increasingly unstable world.
Therefore, we are asking the Members of the newly elected European Parliament to reconsider this decision.
Asking for the reintegration of nuclear energy into the list of sustainable investments may represent a difficult
political challenge. Nevertheless, it is a pragmatic and necessary measure, adapted to the challenges of the
planet and respectful of our heritage and of our future.
Beyond its strategic importance for Europe’s future, it would also be a strong message, and a useful reminder
on the international scene, that European leadership in climate policy is both realistic and legitimate.
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